[The role of video-endoscopy in the treatment of thoracic empyema].
The authors present their results in treating 103 cases of empyema thoracis, phase II, the fibropurulent stage, by video-endoscopy (Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery, VATS). They highlight in which phase this method can be successful, depending on the status of the empyema, on the basis of their experiences over a ten-year period. They find its use superfluous in phase I, the exudative phase, because a suitable antibiotic and suction drainage treatment is sufficient. In phase III of empyema thoracis the use of VATS proved to be unsuccessful. In phase II they prefer video-thoracoscopy to fibrinolytic treatment.